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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00358 251738Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 /084W 

043134 251752Z/45 61 

R 241014Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6824 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 358 

CORRECTEDC O P Y TEXT 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, WA, SF 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: INACCURATE CAPE TIMES REPORT 

REF: CAPE TOWN 324, 

EMBOFF SPOKE TODAY (FEB.23) WITH DAVID WILLERS, AUTHOR OF 
CAPE TIMES ARTICLE OF FEB. 21 WHICH REPORTED A "SOFTENED" 

WESTERN POSITION ON NAMIBIA AND CONTAINED A NUMBER OF 
INACCURACIES CONCERNING THE PROXIMITY TALKS. WILLERS 
SAID THE ARTICLE WAS THE RESULT OF A PHONE CALL FROM A 
SOUTH AFRICAN DFA OFFICIAL, WHO PROVIDED HIM WITH THE 
INTERPRETATIONS AND DETAILS CONTAINED IN THE ARTICLE. 

THE PHONE CALL, WILLERS SAID, FOLLOWED AN ARTICLE UNDER 
HIS BYLINE IN THE FEB. 20 CAPE TIMES, IN WHICH HE 
SPECULATED THAT PIK BOTHA MAY HAVE BROKEN OFF THE 
NEW YORK TALKS BECAUSE HE FEARED SWAPO WAS READY TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00358 251738Z 

ACCEPT THE WESTERN PROPOSAL. WILLERS SAID THAT THIS 
HAD EVIDENTLY HIT A VERY SENSITIVE NERVE AT DFA, 

WHICH LOST NO TIME IN MAKING ITS VIEWPOINT KNOWN. 

WILLERS SAID HIS SOURCE HAD BEEN UNWILLING TO REVEAL 
EXACTLY WHAT SIGNALS HAD BEEN RECEIVED THAT THE WESTERN 
POSITION HAD SOFTENED. 

BOWDLER 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ALLEGATIONS, INFORMATION CONTROL 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAPET00358 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 00-1 209, D780086-1134 

Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978021 8/aaaaaoyr. tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c9d838d0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CAPE TOWN 324 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3491929 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: INACCURATE CAPE TIMES REPORT 
TAGS: PDEV, SOPN, WA, SF 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c9d838d0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



